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Our Mission & Values
Our Mission Statement
“Equipping Learners, Sharing Hope”

Our Vision Statement

Trinity First School will impact our community by being known as a high-quality educational
center, for children, their families and our community. We will strive to support and encourage
leaners to become productive citizens of our country here on earth, and ultimately fellow citizens
of Heaven!
Our students and their families will experience this school as a growing family that learns
together, supports one another, serves together, and shares the love of Jesus with one another.

Our Values

These are the values that guide and direct us as a school. By and through God’s grace, we commit
ourselves to express them through everything we do and say.
Prayer – We believe prayer is a privilege of faith! Our God welcomes our praise and petitions and
allows us a way to deepen our relationship with Him. We surround each day in prayer.
Relationships –We believe that every person who joins our school through enrollment, family,
employment, or service is a part of our Trinity First family. Our family reflects and shares in the
wider family of believers and in the Body of Christ. Each is valued as a true child of the King!
Inclusive Education – We believe that every child is uniquely gifted by our Heavenly Father. We
provide a structured education setting that nurtures a broad range of learners God leads to our
door.
Family Involvement – We believe family involvement is an integral component of improving
educational performance. We encourage our parents/guardians to partner with us by having an
active role in our school.
Servanthood - We serve God by serving others. We serve our community through offering special
events and programs as well as teach our students the value of serving others through
volunteerism. We also recognize and deeply value the service of others who share their gifts with
our school.
Integrity - The dictionary describes integrity as an adherence to moral and ethical principles;
soundness of moral character; honesty. We believe Integrity also applies to our expectations of
working hard and responsibility.
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Excellence – Giving our best! We strive to be a responsive school that values high quality
education and meets the needs of each student. We understand that as we seek a path of
continued improvement in ourselves.

Our Core Beliefs

“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing: it is the gift of God,
not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” Ephesians 2: 8-10
(ESV)
The Bible teaches that God has saved us by GRACE,
through FAITH, for WORKS of SERVICE.
By Grace Alone – We believe God became man in Jesus the Christ. He lived perfectly as a ‘self-less
servant’, taking our imperfect thoughts, words and action to an innocent death on the cross in a
demonstration of costly love.
Through Faith Alone – We believe that faith is God’s gift that trusts Jesus as Savior from sin and
Lord of life. Faith believes that, in Christ, we have ‘every spiritual blessing’ through the
‘forgiveness of sins.’
For Works of Service – Because we are saved by Grace, through Faith, God has also created us for
a life of service. Through daily reading and reflecting on His Word, we are led to do the ordinary
things of life in extra-ordinary ways.
Trinity First School abides by the these beliefs:
•

Bible: The Bible, both Old and New Testaments, are directly inspired by God. It is the only
infallible, free from all error, authoritative Word of God. 2 Peter 1:20-21, 1 Corinthians
2:10-13

•

Trinity: We believe there is one God, eternally existent in three persons: Father, Son and
Holy Spirit and that through Jesus’ perfect life on earth and innocent death and
resurrection, we now have been made God’s children and have received our salvation!
Genesis 1:1, Matthew 28:19, John 10:30, Luke 5:32, Isaiah 53:5, John 3:16

•

Creation: We believe the Genesis account of a six-day creation; we believe man was
created directly in God’s image and after His own likeness, and not by evolution.

•

Salvation: We believe that salvation is by the grace of God, not by any works or good deeds
of men. Ephesians 2:8-9

•

Body of Christ: We believe in the spiritual unity of believers in the Greater Body of Christ.
Romans 8:10-11, I Corinthians 12:12-31, Galatians 3:26-28
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History
Trinity First Lutheran School began in 1859 when the congregation, established in 1856, asked the
pastor to teach school. Such a quiet, simple beginning ignited a passion for education that has
continued for over 150 years! Although the school did close for about 6 years during the
depression, the desire to provide a Christian education did not diminish.
The first school building (only 600 square feet) was built in 1870 alongside the church, which at
that time was located at 9th Avenue south and 4th Street. It cost the congregation a mighty $360!
The school has been in three locations since its birth, moving from its first location to 9th Street
and 21st Avenue South, then on its current location at 13th Avenue and 19th Street. The first
school building on this site was built in 1913 at a cost of $15,705! It was considered a modern
school with 3 large classrooms, an auditorium, a gymnasium and …. a bowling alley and billiard
room for the adults! The current school building was constructed next to this building and was
dedicated on September 24, 1972.
Over the decades there have been many changes at TFS. The faces of the student body were all
white until the 1960’s. Now our classrooms are filled with a rich mosaic of racial and ethnic
diversity. Funded by the congregation and its families through nearly of all of its existence, the
school now is funded almost entirely by outside donations. The purpose of the school at its
beginning was to teach the children of the congregation how to read so they could read the Bible.
Now, the focus has changed to reaching all children, offering them a solid Christ-based education
that is designed to equip them for life here on earth and our life beyond.
Adapted from “The History of Trinity First School” written by Katherine & Bruce Doepke
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Why Volunteer?
Benefits to You
• Freedom to share Jesus’ love and saving grace!
• Opportunity to make a difference in the lives of often under-resourced families
• Chance to build meaningful relationships with children and parents
• Engagement with God’s children in a multi-cultural environment
• Experience working with children of all ages
Benefits to Students and Families
• Individualized attention for students whose family lives aren’t often balanced
• Positive, Christian role models for students coming from mostly non-Christian families
• Educational support and homework help for struggling students
• Access to parenting/financial/social education through Family Education Nights
• Opportunity to learn important life skills (study skills, language skills, meal preparation,
parenting classes, etc.)
• Opportunity to build on gifts and talents (music, technology, athletics, etc.)
Benefits to School
• Eases teacher and staff burden
• Provides services that are otherwise not affordable
• Promotes holistic education (social, emotional, spiritual, etc.) rather than just academics
• Creates more opportunity for learning and growth (music, technology, athletics, etc.)

Becoming a Volunteer
Step 1: Visit our Website (www.trinityfirstschool.org/support)
Step 2: Fill out a Volunteer Application
Step 3: Attend a Volunteer Orientation
Step 4: Complete all volunteer requirements
• Background Check
• Volunteer Application
• Emergency Information Form
• Handbook Acknowledgement & Confidentiality Agreement
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Serving as a Volunteer
General Guidelines for Volunteers
At Trinity First School, we care about the safety of our students, parents, and volunteers. To
protect you, we have created some guidelines to help your volunteer experience focus on what’s
most important – serving God’s kids – instead of the other things that can get in the way.
Cell-Phone Usage
It’s so tempting to be on our devices, but we want volunteers to keep their focus on the students.
You will have a better experience, and so will the children! Volunteers should refrain from using
their cell phone while volunteering for any purpose (email, web surfing, texting, etc.), except in the
case of an emergency. Please do not use phones to play games with the students.
Check-In/Check-Out
Safety of our children is a top priority, so we want to know who is in the building and when.
Volunteers are required to check in and out of the office by signing the Volunteer Book. Be sure to
document your name and time volunteered at Trinity First.
Copy & Fax Machines
The copy and fax machines at Trinity First are for school purposes only. If you wish to use the
copier for a personal reason, there will be a charge that can be paid in the office.
Confidentiality
All information concerning students, families, staff, financial data, and business records is
confidential. No information may be discussed or released without appropriate authorization. We
do this to protect our students, so please help us serve our families in this way.
Discipline
It is the teacher or staff member’s responsibility to discipline students. Volunteers should bring
any discipline issues to the teacher or staff member on duty should a problem arise. It’s a win-win
situation – you get to play with the kids, and you don’t even have to discipline them.
Dress Code
Your appearance as a volunteer should be neat, clean, and appropriate. Trinity First School is a
casual working environment, but all attire must be modest (no spaghetti straps, low-cut shirts,
belly shirts, sagging pants, etc.) and Christ-centered (no inappropriate language or advertisements
for drugs/alcohol/smoking). At Trinity First, none of that is in style or attractive!
Drugs & Alcohol
No drugs or alcohol is allowed at any time. Volunteers should not be in possession of drugs or
alcohol while volunteering at Trinity First, and should be drug-free when coming to volunteer.
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Gifts
We know volunteers like to give – which is why you’re a volunteer in the first place, giving your
time and resources – and we know our students enjoy receiving. However, in general, volunteers
should not give any gifts to students or families. Our primary goal is to educate and share Jesus,
which can be done without material gifts. In the event of a special occasion (such as a holiday),
volunteers must check with the teacher before giving gifts to students. When giving gifts, all
students in a class should be included.
Harassment
If you see or hear anything that causes you concern, please report to a staff member. We want all
children and families to be safe.
Injuries
All student injuries will be handled by a paid staff member. Once again, it’s a win-win – you get to
play with kids, and not deal with the mess! A first aid kit and ice are available in the office, and
given out by the secretary.
Parking
Parking is available in our parking lot off of 13th Ave or on any of the streets surrounding the
school building on a first come, first serve basis. Occasionally, street sweeping or snow plowing
does prohibit parking on certain sides of the street, so look for signs or check Minneapolis’ website
(www.minneapolismn.gov/snow) for more information. It is best not to leave valuable items in
sight in vehicles, and to lock all doors. Trinity First is not responsible for any belongings or
vehicles parked in the lot or surrounding streets.
Photos
We respect the confidentiality of our families and students, so please do not post any pictures or
identifying stories on personal social media. This includes Instagram, Snapchat, Facebook, Twitter,
YouTube, etc. Feel free to direct people to our Facebook Page (Trinity First) if you wish to share
what you are doing at our school, or share stories and pictures with us so we can update the page.
Plus, you get to help us advertise. J
Punctuality & Absences
Teachers and staff members often rely on volunteers to complete specific tasks and duties. Your
help in notifying us if you cannot attend would be greatly appreciated!
Smoking
Smoking is prohibited on Trinity First property, in the building or on the grounds. Let’s work
together to give our students a clean and healthy environment.
Touch
In order to protect yourself and the students from any allegations, please interact with children
using a high-five, a pound, and/or a smile. Please do not physically move or direct children in any
way. For your protection, only allow children of the same gender as you to sit in your lap.
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Two-Person Rule
No volunteer should be one-on-one with the students. Find another staff member or another
student to accompany you if you are headed anywhere alone with a student. This is for your safety
so that nothing can be turned or twisted against you in the event of an issue.
Valuables
Volunteers are responsible for all valuables brought to Trinity First. Trinity First is not responsible
for any personal items being stolen or damaged. Our school is not fancy, so we don’t require our
volunteers to be either!
Volunteer Contact Information
Please keep all contact information current with the Educational Support Coordinator, including
address, phone number, and email. After all, we want to keep you informed, and happily
volunteering at Trinity First. J
Weather/School Closings
In case of inclement weather, please check KSTP for updates regarding school closings. Volunteers
can sign up for text message updates from KSTP by visiting www.kstp.com and clicking Weather,
then School Alert. Snow days can be exciting for volunteers, too!
Your Gifts and Talents
We are so thankful you have chosen to volunteer at Trinity First! We want to make sure we are
using your God-given gifts and talents in the best way possible at our school. We’ll be checking in
periodically to see how things are going and whether adjustments with volunteer arrangements
need to be made. On your end, please let us know if your placement is not a good fit or if your
interest has changed. A happy volunteer makes a happy school (and happy students and teachers).
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General School Rules
ALL volunteers must support Trinity First school rules when volunteering. As a volunteer, you are
working on behalf of Trinity First, and consistency is important for our students and families.
The Number One “School Rule”
Keep your hands and body to yourself, and your nose out of other people’s business.
Playground Rules
• No climbing on top or outside of equipment unless it is designed for that purpose. We
hope to avoid big falls and unnecessary trips to the emergency room.
• No running on the pavement. We don’t need to increase the number of skinned knees and
faces!
• Woodchips stay on the ground in the playing area. It becomes a danger hazard if the
woodchip pile gets too low. Students should not pick up woodchips, throw woodchips, or
dig holes in the woodchips.
Building Rules
• No running in the halls. There is always someone else working in the building and we
want to be respectful!
• Walk in lines quietly, facing forward with hands to yourselves. There are other
opportunities to be loud!
• Say “Excuse Me” when walking past people in the hall.
• Use good manners. Say “Please,” “Thank You,” “No, thank you,” etc. We are big on teaching
social skills, and the kids can use every opportunity to practice!
• No cell phones for students. Cell phones should be turned into the teacher or supervising
adult and returned when the student leaves the building for the day. If you find a student
with a cell phone, please tell the supervising teacher immediately.
Gym Rules
• Only tennis shoes are allowed in the gym. All tennis shoes should be non-marking. Our
janitor doesn’t need an extra cleaning job!
• Use equipment correctly. Students may not pull or push students on scooters or use
equipment in a way that it is not originally intended.
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Be an Intentional Christian Witness
Encourage students to live out Christian love by showing joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, & self-control.
• “I need to see you using self-control when you are at Tiger Club/in school/etc.”
Guide students through admitting wrong & sharing forgiveness.
• “I’m sorry/I was wrong for (name the offense). Will you forgive me?”
• “I forgive you.” (finish with a hug or handshake)
When a student feels hurt because of something you’ve said/done (aside from your intent),
humble yourself and give the students a chance to forgive an adult.
• “I’m sorry I hurt you when I (name the offense). It was not my purpose. Please forgive
me.”
Remind students they are still special creations of God.
• “God loves you and so do I.”
Give students hope.
• “Instead of focusing on the bad that happened (i.e. a situation where discipline was
needed), let’s work together to finish well today, okay?”

Be an Intentional Christian Mentor
Assess the area a student is working and encourage them to use good study skills and limiting
their focus to one item at a time.
• “Before we continue, let’s make sure that everything (books, other papers, etc.) you’re
not using for this assignment is out of sight.”
Before working through a problem with a student, watch him/her try it. This forces them to try
and helps you learn in what part of the process help is needed.
• “I’d like to help you, but first I need to see how you try to solve a problem like this one.”
It’s possible that a student can’t read the problem, or doesn’t know the meaning of the words in a
problem. If so, help maintain their dignity while you explain things.
• “I need to read the directions to myself before I can help you.” (when done): “Now,
could you explain to me what you think the directions want you to do?” (If he/she can’t,
then explain the directions word at a time.)
MANY CHILDREN HAVE POOR SELF-CONCEPT. As they succeed with an assignment, remember to
offer specific praise and take pride in their achievement.
• “You are showing your excellent math skills with this assignment! Good job! I’m
proud of you!”
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Volunteer Opportunities
Tiger Club After School Program
In order to support students who need homework help or parents who work long hours and are
unable to pick up their children at the end of school, we have a Tiger Club After School Program.
Volunteers are needed to help students with homework, supervise outdoor play, and give students
some positive attention. This is one of our largest volunteer needs!
Commitment: 1x/week or more for at least one semester (August-December, January-May)
One-on-One Tutoring / Classroom Help
We do the best we can to provide individualized instruction to students and to meet them where
they are. It is difficult for one teacher to do this in a class of 20 students. Consider volunteering in
the classroom to work directly with an individual student or a small group of students. No lesson
planning necessary – the teacher will provide the materials and the instruction. Volunteers can
work in any of our Kindergarten 3 to 8th grade classes, as well as the Treehouse, our Special
Education room.
Commitment: preferably 1x/week for the whole school year (September-May)
Family Education Nights
At Trinity First, we value holistic education for the whole family. Family Education Nights are our
connection point to the parents. After a wholesome meal, kids have supervised play in the gym or
outside while parents have an opportunity to learn and ask questions about parenting, education,
and more. We need volunteers to host the meal and/or supervise the kids. We currently have two
family nights per month, but are looking to increase to weekly Family Nights with the help of
volunteers.
Commitment: one-time or ongoing Tuesday evenings, 5:15pm-7:30pm (September-April)
Teacher Assistance
Teachers have many tasks to complete, and the list often seems endless! Consider helping a
teacher on special projects, which might include grading, copying, cutting, sorting, creating, and
more. The teacher will have specific directions and tasks so no preparation or previous experience
is necessary.
Commitment: as needed, can be combined with Tutoring/Classroom Help
Office Work
There is always copying, filing, and record keeping to do at a school! If you have the gift of details
and organization, consider helping in our school office.
Commitment: varies
Newsletter / PR Mailings
We are funded 4% by student tuition, and 96% by individual donors. It is important we update
our generous supporters periodically through the year, and we do this through a quarterly
newsletter. This is not an easy task, with almost 2000 newsletters needing to be printed, folded,
stuffed, and stamped. Consider doing this on-site or off-site, with a small group, Bible study, or
lunch group – the options are endless!
Commitment: 1x-6x/year
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Prepare or Sponsor Morning Snack/Lunch
To assist parents in being responsible for their children’s meals and to limit the extensive food
waste that occurs under the federally-funded food program, we are asking parents to provide
daily meals for their children. To ease this new responsibility, we are looking for people to
volunteer in a few different ways:
• lead and sponsor Saturday Meal Workshops where parents are invited to prepare frozen
meals to be packed in lunches later on
• bring and serve a meal on-site during our lunchtime to give parents a break from packing a
lunch
• sponsor a special meal (such as Pizza Friday) to give parents a break from packing a lunch
• provide a snack to supplement meals
One church already commits to bringing dessert once a month!
Commitment: one-time or ongoing (1x/week or 1x/month)
Music Lessons
Our praise team consists of many excited and talented students who are amateurs at their
instrument. We are looking for voice, piano, guitar, and drum set teachers to help students
improve their skill outside of group praise team practice. We aren’t looking for professionals, just
someone who knows the instrument and can pass on the skill!
Commitment: preferably 1x/week for the whole school year (September-April)
Coaching
The sports available to our students depends primarily on the availability of coaches. If there is no
coach, there is no sport. We currently have a cross country team and basketball teams. In the past,
we have had soccer, volleyball, and track at one point or another. If you have an interest in
athletics and like to pass on that knowledge, ask us about coaching at Trinity First!
Commitment: full season of a sport
Facility Care / Cleaning
With 160 students, their families, and our staff using our old and cramped facilities, we are often
in need of cleaning and maintenance help! If your gift is in fixing, building, or you can use a broom,
we can use you in this area!
Commitment: one-time or ongoing (1x/week or 1x/month)
SBS Summer School Program
Our Summer Bridge to Success (SBS) Summer School Program is a combination of Summer School
and Vacation Bible School (VBS). Students work on academics (math, reading, etc.) in the morning
and engage in large motor and hands-on sectionals in the afternoon. Each week also focuses
around a Bible story shared each day that connects to our overarching summer theme. At the end
of the week, students attend a field trip. Volunteers are needed to help as teacher aids, sponsor
field trips, and sponsor/serve lunch.
Commitment: 1x/week or for a whole week at a time (June and July)
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Special Events
Trinity First has several special events during the school year to engage families and promote
community. These events include Fall Festival in October, Christmas Program in December,
Community Health Fair in April, Musical in May, and Graduation in June. Each event needs some
type of set-up, clean-up, supervision, financial support, manpower, and more. Our musical also
involves costume making if you have a gift in sewing.
Commitment: one-time
Substitute Teaching
We are continually looking for educators who are willing to substitute for us! If you have a degree
in education or once had a degree and are now retired, consider substituting in one of our
Kindergaten 3 through 8th grade classrooms.
Commitment: as needed
ESL Classes
Many of our parents are first-generation immigrants whose first language is not English. We are
looking for volunteers who are passionate about teaching basic conversational English. We don’t
require an ESL certificate, but some experience teaching English or teaching in general is
appreciated.
Commitment: 1x/week for the whole school year (September-May)
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