COMMUNICATION

Parent/Teacher communication is a proven key to a child=s success in school.  I strive to work closely with parents as a team.  We both have the best interests of your child in mind.  Please know you can contact me at any time if you have questions or concerns.  It is my aspiration to keep you well informed of your child’s successes and strengths, as well as challenges that occur during the school year.  The main sources of communication I use are phone calls, face-to-face conversations, as well as notes, email, and text messages.   I want to work closely with you as we help your child to learn and grow in many ways this school year.  

You will be communicating with your child in a special way this school year. The children in grade two will each have a special notebook that they will take home at the end of the week.  They will write letters to you to tell you about things that are happening at school.  These letters may include information about things we have learned, special events, stories we have read, or anything else on your child=s heart or mind.  I would like you or someone close to your child to write a letter back to the child and return the notebook on Monday.  It is my hope that this becomes a special place for you and your child to share ideas and that it will also help your child build strong communication skills through writing.

If you have any questions or concerns about anything please contact me before school from 7:30-8:00 a.m. or after school from 3:15-4:00 p.m. by calling 612-871-2353 ext. 18.  During school hours you may leave a message in my voice-mail box by dialing this same number.

If you have questions in the evening concerning assignments etc. please feel free to contact me. My home phone number is 612- 866-1542.  

My cell phone number is 952-240-2056. I have text messaging on my cell phone plan.

My email address is bentz.tfl@gmail.com

HOMEWORK

Students in grade two will have daily assignments.  These will be recorded in an assignment book.  Please look over this book each evening with your child and discuss the lessons learned during the school day.  Be available to support your child and guide him/her through the learning process as necessary.  Each night I would like you to sign the assignment book. This lets me know that you have seen the assignments for the day.  This step helps hold your child accountable for completing the assignments and lets your child know you care.

Students will be given time in school to work on daily assignments but, any unfinished work should be completed at home and returned to school the next day.  You should expect your child to have some kind of homework each night.  If your child says he/she has no homework, have your child read alone or to you.  This time set aside each night for studying will set a strong foundation of good habits your child will carry through life.  Any unfinished homework will result in loss of privileges and/or recess time.  Homework left at home is considered incomplete. Parents will be notified if incomplete homework becomes a chronic problem.

ASSIGNMENT  FOLDERS

I will be collecting the checked assignments and sending them home in a folder.  You should expect to see this folder on Friday which is why it is called the “Friday Folder.@  The folder should be signed by you and returned on Monday or the first day back after a holiday.  Please look over the assignments and review any missed concepts with your child.  Any “D@ or AF@ grade or a “Needs Improvement” or an “Unsatisfactory” should be corrected, signed by a parent or guardian and returned to school.  This ensures that a missed concept can be re-taught and allows me to raise the grade one higher.  It also lets me know that you have seen these papers.  Make sure to also take note of exceptional work and let your child know you are proud of him/her.

FRIDAY FOLDERS

On Friday the school newsletter is sent home with important information for all the families in the school.  This note will come home in the “Friday Folder.@  This folder will also contain the weekly Memory and Spelling assignments as well as other important notes from the school or your teacher.

ABSENCES

School Attendance is encouraged and required, however if an absence is necessary due to illness, please call the school office the morning of the absence.  When the child is well and ready to return to school send a note stating the reason for the absence.  If a student has an appointment (such as doctor or dentist) please send a note to school ahead of time describing the reason for the absence, anticipated time of dismissal, and arrangements for transportation. All absences will be marked unexcused if the school has not received a note or phone call.

TARDIES

School begins at 8:15 a.m.  If your child arrives after 8:30 a.m. the adult who brought your child to school must sign the child in at the office and escort the child to class.   Please contact the school office if you are running late due to appointments or things such as weather conditions to obtain an excused absence.

MEMORY VERSES & SPELLING TESTS

The children will receive a weekly Memory Schedule and Spelling List.  Memory verses will be passages the children memorize from the Bible, along with the Ten Commandments, the Lord=s Prayer, songs, and other items.  These will be recited on Wednesday and Friday mornings. Please have your child recite the memory verse to you ahead of time to insure the passage has been learned.  The Spelling Test will be given each Friday.  If there is no school on Friday, the Spelling Test will be given on Thursday. 

CHAPEL

Our school will worship together at chapel Thursdays at 9:00 a.m.  Parents are invited to come and join us for these worship services.  In November our class will have an opportunity to lead chapel. I will notify you of the specific date and especially encourage you to attend these Aspecial@ services.  Offerings are gathered at each service.  Our gifts will be used for various ministries during the year.  We will inform you of these throughout the year.  Children are not allowed to use the juice or pop machines on chapel days.

PROGRESS REPORTS

Each student will receive four report cards.   If a child is having trouble with a subject I will contact the parent and set up a time to plan how to best help that child be a successful learner.  I believe parents and teachers are a team.  Together with the help of Christ we can build a solid foundation for learning and growing.  I will also send home additional information about behavior if improvement in self-control is needed.  If you are concerned about your child=s grades, conduct, or any other aspect of your child=s well-being, please contact me at any time.

UNIFORMS

Please note the dress code requirements in the school handbook.  Shirts are to be purchased from the school, belts are to be worn, shoes are to be appropriate for class wear understanding that running and playing are a part of every day.

BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS/CLASSROOM COVENANTtc \l1 "BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS/CLASSROOM COVENANT
It is my belief that students thrive when they feel safe and secure.  To foster this safe community we will spend time each day doing a AMorning Meeting.@  This is a special way to begin our day connecting to each other in a positive way.  In our Morning Meeting we will develop a Classroom Covenant.  This covenant will set the expectations for our behavior as individuals and as a class.  It will also outline the consequences for behaving outside of the covenant.  When a rough draft is written it will be sent to the principal and parents for comments and input.  After this we will write the final version which will be signed by everyone involved.  It is my prayer that the students will feel ownership in this covenant and therefore strive to follow it.

ITEMS THAT DETRACT FROM LEARNING

Students who bring items that detract from their learning or the learning of others will have these items taken away and returned to their parent or guardian.  Items brought for Morning Meeting sharing need to be approved by a parent or guardian.  When Morning Meeting is over these will be stored in the school locker until the school day is completed. You are strongly encouraged to keep your valuable items at home. 

SLEEP

Proper sleep is important for growing children.  Sleep is essential for storing information in long term memory.  At this age students should be getting more than 10 hours of sleep each night.  With our early school day it will be very important to establish a strong routine to provide for this need.

MEDICATION/GLASSES

Any medication brought to school is required to have a doctor=s note with it.  Medication will be stored by the teacher, or the school office until needed.

Students who have glasses are required to have them at school and wear them.

SNACKS 

Students may bring a healthy snack to school to eat mid-morning.  Good choices include granola or cereal bars, fruit, yogurt, or crackers.  Students may not eat chips, or candy or drink pop at this time.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE

This year Trinity First is again blessed to have an after school care program from 

3:15-5:30 p.m.  Your child may be part of this program.  Membership in our after-school Tiger Club requires quarterly payment in advance.  Please see the Tiger Club information for further details.

VOLUNTEER HOURS

At Trinity First we believe parent involvement is an important factor in your child=s success.  Trinity First asks that parents volunteer during the school year.  There are many ways you can lend a helping hand.  Your help is needed and greatly appreciated. You are welcome in the classroom at any time.  Please contact me ahead of time so I can plan ahead to best use your gifts.  Some volunteer ideas include: 

-Field trip chaperone 

-Tutoring in the classroom

-Assistance with art projects or science experiments

-Cleaning in the room

-Telling students about your job

-Sponsor and assist with a classroom party

-Any original ideas you have

STUDENT BIRTHDAYS

Student birthdays can be celebrated at school.  Students are allowed to bring store bought treats.  Homemade treats are not allowed due to state health code regulations.  We will celebrate birthdays during the end of the school day.  Parents need to provide any needed items to go along with the treats such as plates, cups, napkins, etc.  Please contact me ahead of time if you are planning to send birthday treats so that we may plan ahead for these occasions.  Summer birthdays will celebrate their 2 birthday.  This date is 6 months after the actual birthday.  

I look forward to getting to know your child and working together this school year.  I know we will make this a special year of learning for your child.  Please keep me in your prayers as I will keep you and your child in my prayers.

In Christ,

Mrs. Terri Bentz 

